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involved; against the hampering limitatons of the
tragedie classique. It is true Lessing does fin his faith
on Aristotle., declaring him as much an erunciator of
eternal verities as Euclid himself. But Aristotle is
only a means to an end, and that end is the demolition
of French Classic tragedy. In his actual iiterpretation
of Aristotle Lessing is not always fortuna:e ; in fact,
he is more often wrong than right; and when he is
right., as in his attack on the French unities as being
contrary to the spirit and teaching of Aristote, or when
he substitutes " fear " for " terror " in the translation
of the Aristotelian definition of tragedy, iie was no
innovator. But even when he expresses views that
had been put forward before him, he docs so with
such vigour and brilliance that they appear as new
truths. The virtue of the Hamkurgische Dramaturge
is not in what it says, but in the way it says it
To us it has always been a source of pride, .and one
reason why we have taken Lessing to our hearts, that
he boldly maintained that our Shakespeare was, in
spirit, a truer Aristotelian than the great poets of
France, who plumed themselves on their obedience to
Aristotle's laws. We prize Lessing's treatise especially
as a monument to the greatness of Shakespeare. But
is there not something of a fallacy here? Was
Lessing really the whole-hearted admirer of Shake-
speare we like to believe he was ? If you will gather
together all the passages in the Dramaturgie where
Shakespeare is mentioned, I think you will \b®
surprised to find how very little Lessing has to say
about him. The Hamburg theatre gave him, of
course, no opportunity of criticizing a Shakespearian
play ; the time was not yet ripe for Shakespeare to be
played in Germany; and I am sure Lessing would have
been the last to counsel so hazardous an experiment.
Thus Shakespeare is never discussed for himself alone ;
to be quite honest, he is mostly used merely as a
cudgel wherewith to belabour the arch-enemy
Voltaire. It was a triumph for Lessing's irony to

